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In point of time, Lord Reading's tenure of the Viceroy-
ship has now run but half its course, and it would be foolish
to attempt to predict what may happen in the second stage.
He came out as the enthusiastic champion of the Reforms.
The occurrences of the last twelve months must have damped
his enthusiasm and diminished his hopes ; but even at the
most pessimistic hour he has never laid aside his suave
dignity accompanied, perhaps, by an involuntary revelation
of his wonder that men can be so impatient and unwise.
He has proved himself a sincere and courageous friend of
India. His sustained efforts contributed mainly to the con-
clusion of the Treaty of Lausanne which satisfied my
co-religionists in India, and restored the harmony of Anglo-
Turkish relations. His championing of Indian rights in
Kenya, if it has not attained so positive a result, has at
least, secured some important modifications of the original
decision, and may in the course of time produce others.
With regard to the last Reforms of the Montagu-Chelmsford
programme his mission was to give them a good start, and
to prepare the way for the favourable consideration of the
results when the stipulated period ends in 1929. Half the
interval has elapsed, but it cannot be said that any effort
has been made to create a favourable atmosphere. Instead
of absolute confidence as to the result doubt and distrust
cloud the present, and unless some indubitable change takes
place in public opinion and public conduct denial and
disappointment must be the outcome.

It is perhaps only natural that we, Mahomedans, should
be in closer sympathy with the British system than the
Hindus, for we retain the tradition of Imperial rule, and we
were always accustomed to a central authority. Apart
from the three centuries of our Mogul dynasty India has
never possessed a unity of existence and power, excluding
perhaps some remote and unhistoric past. The patriotism
of the Indians has been localized, concentrated in the persons
of their separate reigning families, and while intense of its
kind unequal to bear the burden of holding and defending
India as a whole. So it follows that if India were to
obtain prematurely and precipitately the full measure of